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Taylor & Francis Ltd. Mixed media product. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, What in the World is Music?,
Alison E. Arnold, Jonathan C. Kramer, What in the World is Music? is an undergraduate, interactive e-textbook
that incorporates more than 300 video and audio links to music from around the world. The text investigates
the nature and meaning of music as a universal human practice, while providing students with strong points of
connection to the ways it affects their own lives. It takes a global approach to the study of human music
making, and makes no distinction between Western and non-Western repertoires. The text considers how
humans organize and experience sound, and explores the contexts in which music takes place, drawing from
both musicological and ethnomusicological modes of inquiry. What in the World is Music? is divided into four
parts that highlight similarities across cultures and examine shared musical practices. * Unit 1: The Foundations
of Music presents an inquiry-guided approach to understanding and engaging with music based on four
fundamental questions: What is music? (Definitions), What is it made of? (Voices, Instruments, and Elements),
Where does it come from? (Origins), and What is it for? (Functions). * Unit 2: Music and Identity examines how
music operates in the shaping, negotiating, and projecting of human identity. The discussion is organized
around four broad conceptual frames: the individual, the group, hybridity, and conflict. * Unit 3: Music and the
Sacred considers how music is used in religious practices throughout the world: for chanting sacred texts and
singing devotional verses, for inspiring religious experience such as ecstasy and trance, and for marking and
shaping ritual space and time. * Unit 4: Music and Social Life explores the uses of music in storytelling, theater,
and film; delves into the contributions of sound recording and...
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