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Topic: European Union, grade: 1,3, University of Cologne (Institut fiir Politische Wissenschaft und Europdische
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level system of the EU, language: English, abstract: This paper focuses on the Spanish parliament (Cortes
Generales, or just Cortes) and its role in the management of the Eurozone-crisis. Which measures does the
Cortes Generales possess to scrutinize instruments of crisis management Has it been actively using those to
scrutinize European crisis management or has it been a mere rule taker To answer these questions it is essential
to look at the role of national parliaments in the EU system first. In a second step we want to have a closer look
at the role of the parliament in the Spanish political system to better understand the then following part that is
dealing with what scrutiny measures the Cortes possess and how actively it has been using them during the
Eurozone-crisis. During the last decades, the process of European integration has fundamentally changed
patterns of governance in Europe and led to the establishment of a new institutional framework on the
continent. The ongoing transfer of competencies from the national to the supranational level has created a
multi-level governance system in which new institutions emerged and already existing ones are looking for a
new role in this very complex system. Since the national parliaments represent the will of the citizens, they play
a crucial role in legitimating decision-making at the EU level and therefore are under pressure to find ways of
influencing EU policy. This is...
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