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central pole of a city-state that lay in the Southeasternmost part of the Mesopotamian floodplain. The
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cuneiform tablets were ground-breaking because they revealed the principal catalytic elements of the
Sumerian takeoff - that is, a multiplicity and coalescence of major innovations, such as the appearance of a
city- countryside continuum, the emergence of literacy, of bronze manufacture, and the development of
monumental art and architecture. Because of the richness of information related in particular to the city s
spatial organization and geographical setting, and thanks to the availability of recently declassified Cold War
space imagery and especially the possibility to launch new explorations in Southern Iraq, Girsu stands out as a
primary locale for re-analyzing through an interdisciplinary approach combining archaeological and textual
evidence the origins of the Sumerian city-state.
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