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policy -- United States. Excerpt: . . . 11 velopment program on thermal storage could significantly accel-erate
the use of this promising technology. Another key area for improvement of CSP is water use. The cur-rent
design of large CSP plants use water simply for cooling a power plant in the same way that water is used for
conventional power plant cooling. Though CSP technology has been successful with its current water cooling
approaches, growth in the desert has placed ever-increasing demands on water use and reductions in water
use would increase the attractiveness of CSP. On the third topic relating to CSP of the study of integrating large
CSP plants into the regional and national electric grid, it is true that planning for CSP does raise numerous
issues including the availability of land, land-use issues such as water and permit-ting, and increasingly, the
availability of transmission facilities and transmission capacity to deliver the energy to load centers from the
areas where solar might be developed. Transmission is generally constrained in much of the West and
significant new transmission investment is needed in the coming years for all types of genera-tion, renewable or
conventional. The Southwestern states and utili-ties, including APS, are considering the needs and benefits for
transmission to ensure a robust grid to meet the needs of the Wests rapidly growing population. A federal study
of the potential for the integration of CSP into the transmission plans would be timely and supportive...
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