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and as previously mentioned, FEMA mission as-signed Emergency Support Function 1, the Department of
Trans-portation, and they verified that, by September 3, 990 buses were in service performing evacuations. It is
estimated that over 66, 000 persons were transported by that date. The number of buses grew to over 1, 100 in
the next 2 days. Were we overwhelmed The simple answer is yes. But what needs to be understood is that, at
any disaster, the initial response always feels overwhelmed. I must draw on my experience as a local responder
to give you an example on a small scale of what I mean, and then a larger one. The police oHicer who pulls up
to a 2-car accident with severe in-juries while he operates alone, waiting for help, is overwhelmed. The fire
oHicer who pulls up to a burning structure with people trapped inside is overwhelmed. But the true
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