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Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not
indexed. Not illustrated. 1907 Excerpt: . of measures, complete in itself, of the satellites and the standard stars,
and thus contains measures made in two (or three, if the trails are also measured) diDerent position-angles of
the plate-holder. are of the order of magnitude of the sides of the rseau square. The use of the r seau would
naturally only eliminate errors due to distortion, which aDect equally much larger areas of the plate, and such
errors are eo ipso eliminated from the distances of the satellites. The positions of the standard stars, and
therefore the scale-value, may, of course, be aDected by distortion. Also my original intention was to refer the
standard stars to the r6seau-lines. This would have necessitated a lengthy and laborious investigation of the
errors of the copies of the r6seau on the plate, and I have finally abandonned the plan. It is shown in
Inclinations and nodes (page 52 and Appendix) that in the position-angles of the standard stars and the
measures of the trails no distortion can be detected. There is thus suDicient reason to believe that also the
distances of the standard stars cannot be aDected by it, and it seems very probable that the use of the r6seau
would have introduced larger errors than it was intended to remove. The measures were made from 1905 May
9 to June 7. They are given in Table XII. The column headed Position angles gives the readings of the position-
circle microscopes, the mean of the two...
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